
EMBARGOED UNTIL THURSDAY, JANUARY 11 AT 5PM GMT

Thermoplan Black&White4 CTS is the 2024-2027 World Latte Art Championship Qualified 
Espresso Machine  

JANURAY 11, 2023 — The Specialty Coffee Association (SCA) is proud to announce that the 
Thermoplan Black&White4 CTS is the Qualified Espresso Machine for the 2024-2027 World 
Latte Art Championship. This marks the first time that a fully-automatic espresso machine 
has been qualified for use in the World Coffee Championships. 

The World Coffee Championships (WCC) are made possible thanks to the support and 
dedication of a wide array of organizations and individuals. Integral to that support are 
qualified sponsors, the manufacturers who provide the equipment and products that 
competitors use on stage. Along with supporting wider SCA programming, qualified 
sponsors sign multi-year agreements to support the strategic growth of the competitions 
and dedicate time and resources to ensure that every world championship competitor is 
using the same high-quality equipment.  

A pre-requisite to holding a qualified sponsorship is passing the qualified testing program – a 
program which emerged from the work of World Barista Championship volunteers in 2004 
to set the standards for espresso machines that could withstand the fast-paced 
environment of the competition stage. In 2011, the test became the standard for all WCCs. 
Since the creation of these standards, and as the specialty coffee industry has evolved, 
manufacturers have continued to push the envelope on equipment functionality and quality. 

“We are delighted to recognize the superb quality of the Thermoplan Black&White4 CTS and 
announce the very first fully-automatic qualified espresso machine at the World Coffee 
Championships,” said Yannis Apostolopoulos, SCA Chief Executive Officer. “This marks a 
significant step in the important work of including a wider range of equipment in the World 
Coffee Championships. We are honored to work with Thermoplan over the next four years to 
pursue our common goal of promoting coffee excellence worldwide.” 

“We were very happy to hear that our Black&White4 CTS has made it and will be part of the 
WCCs as the first fully-automatic coffee machine,” said Sven Schilliger, Thermoplan Head of 
Sales. “We hope the Black&White4 CTS will inspire both seasoned baristas and aspiring 
candidates in future World Latte Art Championships! We are honored to be part of the team 
for the next four years and look forward to everything that lies ahead.”  

We’re excited to see Thermoplan join us at the 2024 World Latte Art Championship at World 
of Coffee Copenhagen in Denmark next June, and on the stage at world championships over 
the coming years. 
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About the SCA 
The SCA is a trade association built on foundations of openness, inclusivity, and the power of 
shared knowledge. The SCA’s purpose is to foster global coffee communities to support 
activities to make coffee a more sustainable, equitable and thriving activity for the whole 
value chain. From coffee farmers to baristas and roasters, our membership spans the globe, 
encompassing every element of the coffee value chain. The SCA acts as a unifying force 
within the specialty coffee industry and works to make coffee better by raising standards 
worldwide through a collaborative and progressive approach. Dedicated to building an 
industry that is fair, sustainable, and nurturing for all, the SCA draws on years of insights and 
inspiration from the specialty coffee community. Learn more at sca.coffee.   

About the WCCs 
The seven annual World Coffee Championships are produced by the SCA. The WCC portfolio 
includes the World Barista Championship, World Latte Art Championship, World Brewers 
Cup, World Coffee in Good Spirits Championship, World Cup Tasters Championship, World 
Coffee Roasting Championship, and the Cezve/Ibrik Championship; the WCC All-Stars 
program; and show features such as the WCC Bars. Learn more at worldcoffeeevents.org.  

About Thermoplan 
Thermoplan develop and produce fully-automatic coffee machines for professional use, 
whether for the catering industry or other businesses. Thermoplan stands for the highest 
Swiss quality. As a family business, they are globally active and supply customers in over 80 
countries. They achieve this together with their more than 200 certified sales and service 
partners worldwide. At the headquarters in Weggis, in the canton of Lucerne, over 500 
people are employed. The commitment to the quality label “Made in Switzerland” is more 
than a promise for the employees at Thermoplan — it is a matter of the heart. The Swiss 
coat of arms in the logo symbolizes their pride in Switzerland as a production location. 
Because Thermoplan is a Swiss made company through and through: they manufacture their 
fully-automatic coffee machines in Weggis, with around 80 percent of the components used 
coming from domestic production. 
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